29, Goddess Saraswathi and Swami
Pushkarmi

One?, Goddess S-iraswathi desired to be declared as the
best of all teerthas. She converted hcreself to 'River Saraswathi
in Brahmavartha. Bhagawan Pulastya went to the river for
penance. Saraswathi treated him as her father and did service
to him. However, Pulastya who knew the supremacy of River
Ganga was outraged and cursed SaraswathL

"Your desire will never be fulfilled, You will be a river
only for ever. By virtue of her birth from the Lord's feet Ganga
will be  superior  to you" he said. Saraswathi  retaliated.
"Pulastya,  your descendants  will become demons,^ she said.
Pulastya repented for his hasty utterance. Saraswathi then said:

'The last descendant of yours will be Vibheeshana, a votary of
Vishnu till the end of the Kalpa.^ She continued her penance
in order to achieve her desire. Finally the Lord revealed himself
before  her  and  instructed thus : "Go to SeshagirL Swami
Pushkarini is there. All the teerthas existing in the three worlds
pray to me for redemption of their sins. In order to relieve
them of their sins they will bathe in you. On the twelth day of
the bright fortnight of the month when the Sun is in Saggitadus,
all the other teerthas come to you. They serve and crown you
as their head.*9 So blessing the Lord resided near the Pushkarini.

Vakulamalika, the foster mother of Lord Srinivasa,
prepared used to food for him and his consorts. She later bc<?s^in?